
 ‘The Store’ 
Bushmills

Public Consultation




Welcome

Welcome to our pre-application community consultation 
for a proposed social housing development that will 
rehabilitate ‘the Store’ into an apartment complex of 5 
units.

On all our projects we consult with the local community 
before submitting a planning application.  This enables 
us to engage with the community and take on board 
any feedback we receive which helps inform the design 
of the proposal before a planning application is lodged 
with Causeway Coast and Glens Council.  

Under normal circumstances, consultation with the 
community on the proposal would take place through a 
public event.  The Department for Infrastructure has 
introduced guidelines (The Covid-19 Emergency 
Planning Guidance) for consultation on major projects 
through alternative methods replacing a public event 
which social distancing restrictions are in place.  

We encourage you to review the proposal plans and 
supporting information.  Details of how to provide 
feedback will the provided at the end of the 
presentation. 



Background
Bushmills was identified as an area in need of additional social housing by 
the Northern Ireland Housing Executive.

The natural beauty of the north coastline dominating views over the North 
Atlantic Ocean and the picturesque Binevenagh Mountain promotes rural 
settlements as desirable places to live. For this reason, demand for rural 
housing generally exceeds supply. 

The need to increase the provision of affordable housing in rural areas in 
order to help protect and sustain rural communities. Through the Housing 
Executive’s annual programme of rural housing need tests, we engage 
with communities who wish to examine the need for new housing in their 
area and with housing associations to encourage the delivery of new rural 
housing where it is required

The five-year assessment for 2018-23 shows a need for 610 units in the 
borough. Single, older persons and small family households comprise 
86% of the housing stress waiting list in the council area. Future housing 
mix in new social housing will need to cater for these household groups.



Background
Rural Housing Association was established in 1992 to provide “A supply of readily available and affordable accommodation for rural people 
in rural areas with a view to helping maintain and regenerate rural communities”.

It is a core belief of the Association that the housing requirements of small rural communities are best identified, understood and solved 
through close co-operation with local community development groups. To this end the Association works closely with all local communities 
in assessing needs and delivering appropriate housing solutions in what is, predominantly, a very specialised rural market.

The Rural Housing Association’s purpose is presented as follows:

 To provide new homes for rent across rural NI which:

 Help reduce levels of housing stress

 Meet the highest possible standards of design and construction

 Respect and reflect local communities; cultures; and environments

 Are well-managed; maintained; and cared for

 Make people’s lives better

 Improve people’s living standards and self esteem

 Are affordable to the least well off in society



The Site
The Store

The Store located in the centre of Woodbank Park, Bushmills.

The former mill extends to approximately 2,200 square foot in its current form. 
The mill also offers the benefit of planning permission for 3 units under 
planning reference LA01/2018/0903/F.  The current planning approval can be 
viewed on the online NI Planning Portal-Simple Search (planningni.gov.uk)

The approved units are 3 bed-room apartments that do not meet criteria as 
set out by Design Standards for social housing of the Development Guide of 
the Dept for Communities (NI)

Rehabilitation Scheme.

Rural Housing Association plan to submit a revised rehabilitation scheme for 
the Store to the Causeway Coast and Glens DC planning authority. This to 
amend the current planning approval from 3No 3bed units to 4No 3-person 2-
bed apartments and 1No 2-Person 1-bed scheme.

This is to facilitate the need for small family and single person units within the 
Bushmills area.

The scheme design will be in accordance with the current elevations and 
dimensions of the building.

It is not the intention to demolish the building but to transform and restore as 
demonstrated in our draft proposals as set out in this presentation.

https://epicpublic.planningni.gov.uk/publicaccess/




Proposed 
Development





Internal Layout All dwellings have been designed to ensure no overlooking into neighbouring 
properties.  

1.5 in curtilage car parking spaces have been provided for each apartment. 





Next Steps

Thank you for taking the time to view the information on the proposal.

If you have any questions or would like to provide feedback on the proposal, please get in 
touch with us using one of the following methods below:

Post: Rural Housing Association, 2 Killyclogher Road, Omagh, BT79 0AX

Email: development@ruralhousing.co.uk

The Consultation period will run from 1st June to 31st July 2021. 

Thank You

mailto:development@ruralhousing.co.uk
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